College group reaches out 

to moderate Republicans 

Republican Youth Majority supports 
abortion rights and is environment-friendly. 



By Steve Goldstein 

INQUIRER WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON — The struggle for 
the soul of the Republican Party has 
I trickled down to the nation’s college 
campuses. 

Just months after the Republican 
National Committee withdrew fund- 
ing from its “official” college auxil- 
iary after the youngsters took a 
sharp turn to the right, campus mod- 
erates see an opportunity. 

An abortion-rights group, the Re- 
publican Youth Majority, is trying to 
find moderate Republicans among 
Generation Xers who think more 
like Arlen Specter and Pete Wilson 
and less like Phil Gramm and Patrick 
Buchanan. 

j Republican Youth Majority’s lead- 
I ers claim chapters at 44 schools 
around the nation, including Penn 
State, Rutgers, George Washington 
and Stanford. 

The goal of the year-old group “is to 
provide a home for pro-choice college 
Republicans,” said Richard Wheeler, 



its 24-year-old managing director. 

Republican Youth Majority also 
takes a pro-environment stance that 
differs sharply from the property- 
rights tack of conservatives. “We 
must preserve our natural resources 
for future generations,” says the 
group’s mission statement. 

RYMers don’t exactly hug the 
trees, but they do look upon them 
affectionately. 

Nicole Schlinger, on leave from her 
junior year at Syracuse University to 
serve as RYM’s national chairman, 
said that “the founding principles of 
the party — individual freedom and 
personal responsibility — are what 
appeal to most Republicans, not the 
Pat Buchanan rhetoric.” 

Among the members of RYM’s na- 
tional advisory board are two presi- 
dential contenders, Sen. Arlen Spec- 
See GOP on A6 

Republican candidates for president 
work on their conservative stances 
as they unite against Dole. A4. 
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